
Women's Health: Genes, Data 

and Advancing Approaches

 

27–29 January 2025

Hybrid Conference Programme

Start 

(GMT)

Finish 

(GMT)

Presenter details

Monday, 27 January 2025

12:00 13:00 Registration, lunch and networking

12:45 13:00 Briefing for Keynote & Session 1 speakers, microphone runners, chair, moderator & committee - Auditorium

13:00 13:10 Welcome

Wellcome Connecting Science:

Jane Murphy, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

Scientific Programme Committee:

Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

Miriam Mutebi, Aga Khan University, Kenya

Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

13:10 14:00 Keynote 1 

Chair: Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

Moderator: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Genetic determinants of women’s reproductive health and their contribution to understanding mechanisms

Anna Murray, University of Exeter, UK

14:00 14:05 Comfort break

14:05 15:35 Session 1: Health disparities

Chair: Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

Moderator: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

14:05 14:35 Surviving Cervical Cancer in LMICs

Karen Nakawala, Teal Sisters Foundation, Zambia

14:35 14:50 The MESSAGE Project: Advancing sex and gender equity in UK biomedical, health and care research through policy co-design

Rachel Fowden-hulme, The George Institute, UK

14:50 15:05 The effect of the menstrual cycle on symptoms of long COVID and myalgic encephalomyelitis

Abigail Goodship, Imperial College London, UK

14:05 14:35 Inequalities in enrolment of women in randomised controlled trials

Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

15:35 16:15 Refreshment break and networking

16:00 16:15 Briefing for Session 2 speakers, chair & moderator - Auditorium

16:15 17:45 Session 2: Translating research to benefit women's health

Chair: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Moderator: Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

16:15 16:45 Inherited genetics of ovarian cancer

Paul Pharoah, Cedars-Sinai, USA

16:45 17:00 Modelling Polycystic Ovary Syndrome in vitro with Endometrium Epithelial Organoids and Stroma Cell Culture

Anja Dekanski, Karolinska Institutet,Sweden

17:00 17:15 Advanced polygenic and polyomic risk scoring enhances endometriosis prediction by modeling complex genetic architecture

Shefali Setia Verma, University of Pennsylvania, USA

17:15 17:45 Using human genetics to invigorate medicine development for pregnancy-specific conditions

Carolina Borges, University of Bristol, UK

17:45 18:30 Poster pitch talks for odd number posters

18:30 19:30 Poster session 1 - odd number posters 

19:30 21:00 Dinner

Bar open (card payments only)
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https://www.thewomens.org.au/research/research-centres/womens-gynaecology-research-centre/wgrc-our-people/martha-hickey
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/people/person/Deborah-Lawlor-fb029f50-7a17-4ca1-81e2-638bc93a81ea/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Miriam-Mutebi-2
https://ki.se/en/people/elisabet-stener-victorin
https://medicine.exeter.ac.uk/people/profile/index.php?web_id=Anna_Murray
https://obgyn.uchicago.edu/admin/person/karen-nakawala-chilowa
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/people/person/Deborah-Lawlor-fb029f50-7a17-4ca1-81e2-638bc93a81ea/
https://researchers.cedars-sinai.edu/Paul.Pharoah
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/people/person/Carolina-Borges-6e99767c-59d6-46fd-9820-86869c1a2626/
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Tuesday, 28 January 2025

09:15 09:30 Briefing for Session 3 speakers, chair & moderator - Auditorium

09:30 11:00 Session 3: Sex differences in health 

Chair: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Moderator: Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

09:30 10:00 Modulation of human immunity by sex-hormones

Petter Brodin, Imperial College, UK & Karolinska Institute, Sweden

10:00 10:15 Longitudinal Effects of Exogenous Estradiol on the Immune System in a Feminizing Hormone Treatment Rhesus Macaque Model

Joan Escrivà Font, Lund University, Sweden

10:15 10:30 Single-cell atlas of the human immune system reveals sex-specific dynamics of immunosenescence

Maria Sopena Rios, Barcelona Supercomputing Center, Spain

10:30 11:00 The role of genetics and epigenetics in sex differences in human lifespan: an anthropological perspective

Cristina Giuliani, University of Bologna, Italy

11:00 11:45 Refreshment break and networking

11:30 11:45 Briefing for Session 4 speakers, chair & moderator - Auditorium

11:45 13:15 Session 4: Innovation in Women's Health Research

Chair: Gemma Sharp, University of Exeter, UK

Moderator: Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

11:45 12:15 Title TBC

Linda Griffith, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA

12:15 12:30 Multilayered Microphysiological Systems with Ultra-Low Absorption for Tissue-Tissue Communication in Women's Health

Nayere Taebnia, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

12:30 12:45 A single cell functional genomics dataset from a multi-ancestry cohort of female systemic lupus erythematosus patients

Catherine Sutherland, Wellcome Sanger Institute, UK

12:45 13:15
Amniotic fluid organoids: a minimally invasive approach towards personalised modelling of late human development and congenital 

disease

Mattia Francesco Maria Gerli, University College London, UK

13:15 14:30 Lunch and networking

14:15 14:30 Briefing for Session 5 speakers, chair & moderator - Auditorium

14:30 16:15 Session 5: Early development, pregnancy & reproductive health 

Chair: Amanda Sferruzzi-Perri, University of Cambridge UK

Moderator: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

14:30 15:00 Mapping the development and regeneration of reproductive tissues

Roser Vento-Tormo, Wellcome Sanger Institute, UK

15:00 15:15 Genetic Insights into Endometriosis: Dissecting Sub-Types and Comorbidity with other Pain and Inflammatory Conditions

Nilufer Rahmioglu, University of Oxford, UK

15:15 15:30
Reduced transcription of the delta GABAA receptor subunit relates to increased amygdala activation during the symptomatic luteal phase in 

premenstrual dysphoric disorder

Louise Stiernman, Umeå University, Sweden

15:30 15:45 Maternal whole blood transcriptomic signatures across 4 time points during pregnancy in 1,300 women

Sophie Hoffman, Wellcome Sanger Institute, UK

15:45 16:15 Single-cell transcriptomics of the placenta: bridging the understanding of maternal conditions and offspring health

Qiaolin Deng, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

16:15 16:45 Refreshment break and networking

16:45 17:30 Poster pitch talks for even number posters

17:30 18:30 Poster session 2 - even number posters

18:30 Dinner 

18:30 Bar open (card payments only)
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https://www.brodinlab.com/
https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/cristina.giuliani2/en
https://be.mit.edu/faculty/linda-g-griffith/
https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/34759-mattia-gerli
https://www.sanger.ac.uk/person/vento-tormo-roser/
https://ki.se/en/people/qiaolin-deng
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Wednesday, 29 January 2025

09:15 09:30 Briefing for Session 6 speakers, chair & moderator - Auditorium

09:30 11:00 Session 6: Health across the lifespan and into maturity

Chair: Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

Moderator: Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

09:30 10:00 The impact of infectious disease during pregnancy on maternal and child health

Enny da Paixao Cruz, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, UK

10:00 10:15 Do women receive more antimicrobials but suffer fewer antimicrobial-resistant infections?

Gwen Knight, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK

10:15 10:30 Molecular and histological changes across female reproductive tissues during human menopausal transition

Oleksandra Soldatkina, Barcelona Supercomputing Center, Spain

10:30 11:00 The influence of menopause and its symptoms on longevity and cognitive health in later life

Emma Kidd, Cardiff University, UK

11:00 11:45 Refreshment break and networking

11:30 11:45 Briefing for Keynote, chair, moderator & committee - Auditorium

11:45 12:35 Keynote 2  

Chair: Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Moderator: Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

Deconstructing a Syndrome – Genomic Insights into PCOS Causal Mechanisms and Classification

Andrea Dunaif, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, USA

12:35 12:45 Closing remarks and prize presentation

Scientific Programme Committee:

Martha Hickey, University of Melbourne, Australia 

Deborah Lawlor, University of Bristol, UK 

Miriam Mutebi, Aga Khan University, Kenya

Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

12:45 13:45 Lunch and departures

13:45 Coach departures for Stansted and Heathrow airports

13:55 Coach departures for Cambridge train station and city centre
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https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/aboutus/people/da-paixao-cruz.enny
https://profiles.cardiff.ac.uk/staff/kiddej
https://scholars.mssm.edu/en/persons/andrea-dunaif
https://www.thewomens.org.au/research/research-centres/womens-gynaecology-research-centre/wgrc-our-people/martha-hickey
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/people/person/Deborah-Lawlor-fb029f50-7a17-4ca1-81e2-638bc93a81ea/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Miriam-Mutebi-2
https://ki.se/en/people/elisabet-stener-victorin

