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Start 

(BST)

Finish 

(BST)

Presenter details

Wednesday 25 October 2023

12:00 13:00 Registration, lunch and networking

12:40 13:00 Briefing for Keynote & Session 1 speakers, microphone runners, chair, moderator & committee - Auditorium

13:00 13:10 Welcome

Scientific Programme Committee:

Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden

Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

Christine Patch, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

13:10 14:10 Keynote 1

Chair: Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden 

Moderator: Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

Examining Genethics through a genetic counselling lens

Danya Vears, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Australia

14:10 14:15 Comfort break

14:15 15:45 Session 1: Big data; trust governance and participation: Role of the genetic counsellor

Chair: Christine Patch, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

Moderator: Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

14:15 14:45 Trust, trustworthiness and participation in genomics research

Richard Milne, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

14:45 15:15 Trust, governance and participation - The role of the genetic counsellor

Amanda Pichini, Genomics England, UK

15:15 15:30
My Research Results: A genetic counsellor-led program facilitating the translation of research results into clinical 

impact

Amanda Willis, Garvan Institute of Medical Research, Australia

15:30 15:45 Exploring precision medicine through the lens of the LGBTQ+ community - virtual

Daniela Diaz Caro, Columbia University, USA

15:45 16:30 Refreshment break and networking

16:15 16:30 Briefing for Session 2 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium

Hybrid Conference Programme
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16:30 18:00 Session 2: Informing service development policies

Chair: Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

Moderator: Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

16:30 17:00 How measuring subjective unmet need can help improve access to genetic counselling

Kennedy Borle, The University of British Columbia, Canada

17:00 17:30
Healthcare decision makers' perspectives on the creation of new genetic counselor positions in North America: 

Exploring the case for psychiatric genetic counseling

Nour Chanouha, University of Iowa, USA

17:30 17:45
National Genomic Counsellor Telephone Helplines: an efficient model to provide patient-centred professional 

expertise whilst scaling and mainstreaming genomic delivery

Joshua Nolan, Institute of Cancer Research, UK

17:45 18:00 Exploring Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiatives in the Admissions Processes of Genetic Counselling Programs

Jared Warden-Joseph, Universtiy of British Columbia, Canada

18:00 18:40 Poster pitch talks

18:40 19:40 Poster session with drinks reception 

19:40 21:00 Dinner

19:40 Bar open (card payments only)

Page 2 of 5

https://www.grad.ubc.ca/campus-community/meet-our-students/borle-kennedy
https://uihc.org/providers/nour-chanouha


World Congress on Genetic Counselling  

 

25-27 October 2023

Thursday 26 October 2023

07:30 09:00 Breakfast

09:15 09:30 Briefing for Session 3 and 4 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium

09:30 10:30 Session 3: Patient perspectives’ enhancing the practice of genetic counselling

Chair: Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

Moderator: Christine Patch, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

09:30 09:45 Adolescents’ Implicit and Explicit Attitudes Towards Their Peers with Genetic Conditions - virtual

Tasha Wainstein, University of British Columbia, Canada

09:45 10:00 Parents’ Perspectives of Coordinated Transitional Genomics Clinics for Young People with Intellectual Disability

Chris Jacobs, University of Surrey, UK

10:00 10:15 The efficacy of genetic counselling for familial colorectal cancer: findings from a randomised controlled trial

Andrada Ciuca, Babes-Bolyai University, Romania

10:15 10:30 GENEEQUAL: An innovative partnership to improve genetic counselling with people with intellectual disability

Jackie Boyle,GeneEQUAL, Australia

10:30 11:10 Session 4: Communities and Genetic Counsellors working together

Chair: Christine Patch, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

Moderator: Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

10:30 11:10 Human Embryo Editing to Cure Serious Inherited Disease: film and policy from patients

Anna Middleton, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

11:10 11:45 Refreshment break and networking

11:30 11:45 Briefing for Session 5 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium

11:45 13:15 Session 5: What's new in personalised medicine

Chair: Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

Moderator: Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden

11:45 12:15 Making genomic medicine routine

Adam Buchanan, Geisinger, USA

12:15 12:45 Polygenic Risk Scores in Clinical Practice: Where are we at and what's ahead?

Hannah Wand, Stanford University, USA

12:45 13:00
Genetic counselling needs for reproductive genetic carrier screening at population scale: Genetic counsellor 

perspectives

Samantha Edwards, Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research - UWA, Australia

13:00 13:15 Bringing art and science together to explore participation biases in genomic studies

Noemi Nicole Piga, University of Leicester, UK

13:15 14:30 Lunch and networking

14:15 14:30 Briefing for Session 6 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium
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14:30 16:30 Session 6: Research participants, patients and genetic counsellors working together

Chair: Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden

Moderator: Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

14:30 15:00 Co-design of a patient-facing resource to support decision making about hereditary cancer: blending theory and 

lived experiences

Kelly Kohut, St George's University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, UK

15:00 15:15 Engaging Communities from the Beginning: Developing a Community-Led Pediatric Rare Disease Research 

Agenda - virtual

Courtney Berrios, Children's Mercy Kansas City, USA

15:15 15:45 Genomics for the well-being of autistic people: challenges and recommendations - virtual

Heini Natri, National Institutes of Health, USA

15:45 16:30 Working with lived experience consultants to develop recommendations for improved postpartum mental health 

care: a genetic counselling research team’s journey - virtual

Catriona Hippman, The University of British Columbia, Canada

16:30 17:00 Refreshment break and networking

14:15 14:30 Briefing for Session 7 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium

17:00 18:00 Session 7: Global view

Chair: Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

Moderator: Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

17:00 17:15 Genetic Counselling in Sub-Saharan Africa: Current Challenges and Lessons from Existing Health Professions in 

the Region - virtual

Judith A. Osae-Larbi, University of Ghana, Ghana

17:15 17:30 Navigating culture and paternalism: Service Development for Genetic Counselling in Malta's Healthcare Landscape

Roberta Rizzo, University Hospital Southampton NHS Trust, UK

17:30 17:45 Genetic Counselling in German Speaking Countries: steps in the right direction

Camila Gabriel, Universitätsklinikum Heidelberg, Germany

17:45 18:00 Exploring the perspectives of genetics providers in Latin America on genetic counseling and the barriers to 

establishing the field in the region

Rebeca Venezia, Mexico

18:00 Bar open - card payments only

18:00 18:30 Free time

18:30 20:30 Dinner 
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Friday 27 October 2023

07:30 09:00 Breakfast

09:15 09:30 Briefing for Session 8 speakers, microphone runners, chair & moderator - Auditorium

09:30 11:00 Session 8: Mind the gap: What’s missing in Global GC research

Chair: Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

Moderator: Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden

09:30 10:00 Bibliometric analysis of genetic counseling publications in Asia: Insights and implications

Peter Abad, University of the Philippines Manila, Philippines

10:00 10:30 Enhancing genetic counselling education, training and leadership through research

Alison McEwan, University of Technology Sydney, Australia

10:30 10:45 African rare disease research participants expect feedback of all secondary findings - virtual

Bianca Rossouw, Wits University and the National Health Laboratory Service, South Africa

10:45 11:00 Assessing patient recall, understanding, and vocabulary of genetic concepts, in a South African setting - virtual

Barry Shingwenyana, National Health Laboratory Service and Wits, South Africa

11:00 11:45 Refreshment break and networking

11:30 11:45 Briefing for Keynote, microphone runners, chair, moderator & committee - Auditorium

11:45 12:45 Keynote 2

Chair: Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

Moderator: Michelle Bishop, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

Unlocking the next phase of development for our profession: establishing genetic counseling as an academic 

discipline

Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

12:45 13:00 Closing remarks and prize presentation

Scientific Programme Committee:

Jehannine Austin, The University of British Columbia, Canada

Annie Hasan, Kamineni Hospital, India

Charlotta Ingvoldstad Malmgren, Karolinska University Hospital, Sweden

Kelly Ormond, ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and Stanford University (Adjunct), USA

Christine Patch, Wellcome Connecting Science, UK

13:00 13:50 Lunch and departures

13:50 Coach departures for Stansted and Heathrow airports

14:00 Coach departures for Cambridge train station and city centre
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